
 

March 2014 Newsletter 
Peninsula Homeless to Housing Task Force 
Our Mission is to assist people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness on the 
South Surrey White Rock Peninsula to live in safe and appropriate housing  

NEXT MEETING: Next scheduled meeting is 
Friday, March 7

th
 at 9:45am White Rock Baptist 

Church, 1657-140
th

 St. Surrey.    
 
Housing Issues in South Surrey White Rock 
As we all know our community is unique. In this issue of 
the newsletter we highlight some of demographic factors 
that inform the work PH2H does to prevent 
homelessness and press for policy changes to support 
affordable housing; seniors has been a particular 
concern of ours.  According to the 2006 Census there 
are 21,133 residents over the age of 65 in South Surrey 
White Rock – representing over 27% of the population. 
According to the Human Service and Social 
Development Canada in 2012 1% of seniors in White 
Rock/South Surrey received the maximum Guaranteed 
Income Supplement compared to 6.5% in Surrey as a 
whole. However, the average rent in our community was 
$1,049/1 bedroom compared to $767 in the rest of 
Surrey. This means there are at least 220 seniors with 
maximum incomes of $16,000 per year renting in a 
housing market which averages $12,500 per year. We 
are a community with less severe poverty but much 
higher cost of rentals. The rate of housing stress in 
South Surrey/White Rock is 45.6% (those who pay more 
than 30% of their income on rent) higher than the BC 
average and the rest of Surrey.  
Demographic descriptions often refer to “dependency” 
rates. This rate comes from the total number of children 
under 19 plus the number of seniors over 65 – compared 
to the adult population 19-64. As you can imagine our 
community has a very high “dependency rate” at almost 
40% which in 10 years will rise to 55%. What this means 
is that in 2022 there will be more than 1 senior for every 
2 non-senior adults in our community. Decisions on 
meeting this housing need must be made now. 
 
Success! Coldest Night of the Year, Feb 22, 2014  
Congratulations to all of the supporters of SOURCES 
Rent Bank - $39,138 was raised (156% of the goal of 
$25,000) on the Coldest Night of the year walk/run. This 
was a national event involving 63 communities across 
Canada. This Rent Bank provides low-interest loans of 
up to $1,600 with a 2 year repayment plan as low as 
$25/month, there is a 72% repayment rate for loans. It is 
effective in preventing homelessness.  
 
Extreme Weather Shelter 
During freezing weather the homeless shelter sector 
provides a temporary mat program across Metro 
Vancouver for people who are on the street or unable to 
find a bed in the regular shelter system.  Over the winter 
First United Church has been open 48 nights and 
provided shelter for a total of 367 mats – 293 for men 

and 74 for women; an average of almost 8 people per 
night the highest seasonal rate yet; with over 20% 
women one of the highest regional rates. The Extreme 
Weather Shelter at First United Church operates through 
a partnership between First United Church, Options 
Hyland House and BC Housing. 
 
Support Challenge for PH2H – A local congregation 
has extended a challenge to the community to make a 
donation to PH2H for its modest operating budget of 
$5,000.  Donations will be matched up to $2,500 for up 
to 4 years. Cheques would be made out to Sources 
(fund manager) for PH2H. In January, 2014 we received 
a matching donation of $500 – thank you.   
 
5

th
 Regional Homeless Count 

The 5
th
 regional count will be on Tuesday March 11

th
 (in 

shelters) and Wednesday March 12
th
 (on the streets). 

We will share results when provided by the Regional 
Steering Committee on Homelessness. 
 
In the news 
PH2H Task Force appeared in the Peace Arch News 
February 25

th
 for our inter-ministerial luncheon about 

homelessness on the Peninsula. 
http://www.peacearchnews.com/opinion/letters/2471607
31.html 
A fully-funded supported housing development was 
defeated on tie vote by Abbotsford Council: 
http://www.abbynews.com/news/245918701.html 
 
Food Security Fund 
PH2H Definition of Food Security – Food security means 
access by all people at all times to enough food for an 
active, healthy life; a food secure community ensures 
nutritious food and access for Peninsula residents, 
raises poverty awareness and includes the community in 
creating sustainable food solutions. 
Working with the Peninsula Community Foundation 
(PCF), PH2H has developed a fund to support low-
income food security in our community. Charitable Tax 
Receipts are available. 
Contact PCF: Tel: 778-292-1367   
Email: info@peninsulafoundation.ca. 
www.peninsulafoundation.ca 
 
Thank you to the Van Dusen Fund of the United Church, 
Linda Klitch Legacy Fund, Peninsula Community 
Foundation and Surrey Housing and Homeless 
Foundation for their financial support. 
 
Please circulate our newsletter to your 
congregations and members. Send feedback or 
news to: ph2htaskforce@gmail.com  
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