
 

April 2014 Newsletter 
Peninsula Homeless to Housing Task Force 
Our Mission is to assist people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness on the 
South Surrey White Rock Peninsula to live in safe and appropriate housing  

NEXT MEETING: Next scheduled meeting is 
Friday, April 4

th
 at 9:45am White Rock Baptist 

Church, 1657-140
th

 St. Surrey.    

 

Our monthly newsletter is usually filled with event 
announcements and actions on homelessness taking 
place in South Surrey/White Rock.  This month we look 
at important demographic information about our 
community now available through the 2011 national 
census (the old “short form” census with general 
questions for all Canadian households) and the National 
Household Survey (the old “long form” census that 
previously went to 1 in 5 Canadian households).  
Knowing the nature of our community will aid us in 
preventing future homelessness.  
  

As we all know our community is unique. The South 
Surrey/White Rock community is older than the rest of 
Surrey and of B.C. in general.  The median age (the age 
where ½ the population is older and ½ is younger) is 
48.5 years in SSWR (49.5 for women) compared to 41.9 
years in B.C. and 36 years in Surrey.  The median age is 
a full 12 years older in SSWR than the rest of Surrey, a 
reflection of the number of younger children in Surrey 
and older singles in SSWR.  
 

Marital status in both SSWR and Surrey is almost 
identical at 60% of the population (over the age of 15) 
either married or living common-law. Where there is a 
difference is the higher rate of common-law couples in 
SSWR at 7% compared to less than 5% in Surrey. 
 

The single population at 40% in both communities has 
more significant differences than with couples; 
particularly with people who are widowed. People who 
are widowed (men and women) represent 8% of SSWR 
population and just about 4.5% in Surrey which is similar 
to B.C. as a whole at 4.4%.  
 

Almost 1 out of every 12 people in SSWR is widowed 
and living alone (both over and under 65 years old). 
 

Over 20% of people in SSWR are over the age of 65 
compared to 14% in BC as a whole and 10% in Surrey.  
And with seniors 65+ living alone SSWR has a rate 4 
times that of Surrey at 6.3% versus 1.6%.   
 

Almost 1 out of every 16 people in SSWR is a senior 65+ 
living alone. The other Metro Vancouver community with 
a similar rate – and a different set of challenges – is the 
Downtown Eastside at 8%. This aging trend is increasing 
in our community not decreasing. 
  
In the last issue of the newsletter we mentioned the 
“dependency” rate in SSWR. (This rate comes from the 

total number of children under 19 plus the number of 
seniors over 65 – compared to the adult population 19-
64.)  SSWR has a very high “dependency rate” at almost 
40% which in 10 years will rise to 55%. In 2022 there will 
be more than 1 senior for every 2 non-senior adults in 
our community.  
 

We know the rate of housing stress in South Surrey/ 
White Rock is 45.6% (those who pay more than 30% of 
their income on rent) higher than the BC average and 
the rest of Surrey. The average rent is $1,046 for a 1–
bedroom and the SAFER rent supplement is frozen at 
$700; a contributing factor to housing stress. 
 

How are we preparing and are we ready for a vastly 
increased senior’s population that will be significantly 
reliant on fixed-incomes in a high rent market?  
 

Extreme Weather Shelter 
Thank you to all of the volunteers, staff, funders and 
those who donated money, blankets or other items this 
year.  The shelter was busier than previous years with 
more guests on average over each night of opening. The 
Extreme Weather Shelter at First United Church 
operates through a partnership between First United 
Church, Options Hyland House and BC Housing. 
 

Support Challenge for PH2H – A local congregation 
has extended a challenge to the community to make a 
donation to PH2H for its modest operating budget of 
$5,000.  Donations will be matched up to $2,500 for up 
to 4 years. Cheques would be made out to Sources 
(fund manager) for PH2H.  
 

Food Security Fund 
PH2H Definition of Food Security – Food security means 
access by all people at all times to enough food for an 
active, healthy life; a food secure community ensures 
nutritious food and access for Peninsula residents, 
raises poverty awareness and includes the community in 
creating sustainable food solutions. 
Working with the Peninsula Community Foundation 
(PCF), PH2H has developed a fund to support low-
income food security. Charitable Tax Receipts available. 
Contact PCF: Tel: 778-292-1367   
Email: info@peninsulafoundation.ca. 
www.peninsulafoundation.ca 
 

Thank you to the Van Dusen Fund of the United Church, 
Linda Klitch Legacy Fund, Peninsula Community 
Foundation and Surrey Housing and Homeless Foundation 
for their financial support. 
 
Please circulate our newsletter to your congregations 
and members. Send feedback or news to: 
ph2htaskforce@gmail.com  
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