
 

January 2017 Newsletter 
Peninsula Homeless to Housing Task Force 
Our Mission is to assist people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness on the 
South Surrey White Rock Peninsula to live in safe and appropriate housing  

NEXT MEETING:  Friday, January 6th at 9:45am, 
White Rock Baptist Church, 2nd floor meeting room, 
1657-140th St. Surrey.  Please circulate to contacts.   
 
The last two newsletters discussed the numbers of 
people homeless and different attempts to account for 
or explain the extent of homeless. This month we 
discuss some limitations with the number of people we 
say are homeless. Let’s start with the number of 
affordable housing units that our municipal councils 
have agreed – through the Regional Growth Strategy 
(RGS) – are needed by 2021 in Surrey/White Rock.      
 
RGS supports the strategies and actions in the Metro 
Vancouver Affordable Housing Strategy, a key goal is 
to increase the supply and diversity of modest cost 
housing. The 10 year estimates of affordable rental 
demand (agree to by city councils) are: 
 

 Low-income demand (income less than 
$31,700/year - $792 is affordability threshold) 
5,600 units in Surrey and 
   200 units in White Rock 

 

 Moderate income demand (income less than 
$50,678/year - $1,267 is affordability threshold) 
6,800 units in Surrey and 
   300 units in White Rock  

  
No low-income or moderate rental units have been built 
in White Rock since 2011. To the contrary a review of 
White Rock’s 'Apartments and Condominiums by 
Address' and 'Monthly Building Statistics Reports' 
(2010-2015) shows approximately 55 units of the oldest 
rental stock was redeveloped without replacement.  
 
The latest update on the RGS from July, 2016 is 
missing the latest affordable housing availability figures, 
(not yet available for 2015). Baseline (2011) rental 
prices are available only for purpose built rentals. 
Planning staff report more data is needed to establish 
an appropriate baseline and for future tracking.  
   
The RGS committed to reporting on meeting demand; 
and a suitable measure may (emphasis added) be 
developed. The latest update will be debated at Metro 
Vancouver’s upcoming Planning Committee meeting.  
Meetings are open to the public to attend and speak.  
  
Extreme Weather Shelters 
A true shout out to Dick Avison and his volunteer crew 
who have been helping keep the Extreme Weather 
shelter at First United Church White Rock open for the 

longest stretch of time ever. (And to all the other 
volunteers across Metro Vancouver doing similar work.) 
In the words of one of the dedicated volunteers: “I 
confess I am weary of getting up at 5:00 a.m. every 2-3 
days to lead a morning shift. It is, of course, much 
worse for our guests who then have to find some way 
to stay warm and dry – especially on days when 
libraries, etc. are closed. Fortunately we have been 
able to recruit quite a few new volunteers, which helped 
considerably.” This is a small, but much deserved thank 
you to all the volunteers and staff at all the shelters.   
 
Regional Homeless Count March 7th/8th 
Our regional homeless counts tell us the absolute 
minimum number of people that are homeless on a 
single day, once every three years. Shelter numbers 
are consistent, street numbers are not – the number 
reflects not only number of people on the street, but 
also the ability to find and interview them. Street 
numbers vary depending on the weather on the day of 
the count. On cold rainy days numbers go down, and 
on warm sunny days they go up.  From the 2014 
Regional Homeless Count it’s reported that the number 
of people in shelters in Surrey/White Rock has 
increased from 95 people to 263 people. It also reports 
that the number of street homeless has decreased from 
307 in 2008 to 140 in 2014. Does that sound right? The 
number of people on the street in Surrey/White Rock 
has been cut by 55% over the last nine years? In spite 
of the efforts expended on each count, no methodology 
is perfect. This is one reason why non-weather 
dependent context numbers – such as the number of 
people who receive a support cheque from welfare but 
no shelter cheque (who in some circumstances are not 
homeless) – are important to include in the final report. 
This would give a more complete context to the number 
of people found on the street, regardless of weather.   
 
Volunteers are needed for the regional homeless count 
in Surrey and White Rock. Please contact Jonquil 
Hallgate (604-961-2170) or friendship.blvd@gmail.com 
if you can help out.   
 
Challenge for PH2H – A local congregation has 
extended a challenge to the community to make a 
donation to PH2H for its modest operating budget of 
$5,000.  Donations will be matched up to $2,500 for up 
to 4 years. Cheques would be made out to Sources 
(fund manager) for PH2H.  
 
Please circulate our newsletter to your congregations and 
members. Send feedback/ news items to: 
ph2htaskforce@gmail.com  
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