
 

July 2015 Newsletter 
Peninsula Homeless to Housing Task Force 
Our Mission is to assist people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness on 
the South Surrey White Rock Peninsula to live in safe and appropriate housing  

NEXT MEETING:  Friday, July 3rd at 9:45am 2nd 
floor meeting room White Rock Baptist Church, 
1657-140th St. Surrey. Please circulate to contacts.   
 

Right to Housing Dismissed by Supreme Court 
 
TORONTO, June 25, 2015 – The Supreme Court of 
Canada ruled a Charter challenge holding government 
responsible for the crisis in affordable housing and 
homelessness will not be heard in Canadian courts. 
 
The Supreme Court decision affirms the decision of 
the Ontario Court of Appeal where two out of three 
judges upheld a controversial lower court decision that 
issues of homelessness do not belong in the 
courtroom. The decision was made with no evidence 
before them.  This ruling closes the five year wait by 
homeless and precariously housed applicants to have 
10,000 pages of evidence detailing the impact of 
homelessness on hundreds of thousands of people 
presented to the court. 
 
“The housing and homelessness crisis is directly 
related to policy decisions that governments make 
every day,” said Alex Neve, Secretary General of 
Amnesty International Canada, one of sixteen 
organizations that intervened in the case. “The 
Supreme Court’s ruling means that the troubling ways 
that those decisions impact and even violate the rights 
of some of the most marginalized communities in 
Canada remain unexamined.” 
 
In 2009, Miloon Kothari, the UN Special Rapporteur 
on Housing, called the housing and homelessness 
crisis in Canada a “national emergency.” Yet, Canada 
remains the only G8 nation in the world without a 
national housing strategy, and our government 
continues to cut funding to housing and homelessness 
programs. 
  
There is precedent for right to housing legislation in 
other world jurisdictions. In 2003, Scotland introduced 
legislation providing people an enforceable legal right 
to housing effective 2012. Visit this link for more 
information. Visit this link to review the Scottish 
legislation. France passed similar legislation in 2007, 
taking full effect in 2012. 
 
For more information on the Right to Housing Charter 
Challenge: 
http://www.acto.ca/en/cases/right-to-housing.html  
 

For more information on the Days of Action on 
Housing in Metro Vancouver please contact the 
Social Housing Alliance 
info@socialhousingbc.com 
 
Senior Care Planning 
About a year ago Integrated Care Advocacy (ICA) 
convened focus groups to discuss BC’s current home 
support system.  Last month ICA and the BC Health 
Coalition (BCHC) co-released their report: Living Up 
to the Promise:  Addressing the High Cost of 
Underfunding and Fragmentation of BC’s Home 
Support System. The report is available through their 
website:  www.icadvocacy.ca. 
 
The report’s purpose is to develop a picture of what is 
happening and propose specific strategies for 
improvement including gaps in services and 
successful strategies for providing more effective 
prevention and early intervention supports for seniors 
with chronic conditions. 
 
If you are interested in joining this campaign, the 
coordinator or one of their volunteers is available to 
speak to your group. Please contact Joanne Franko, 
Coordinator of ICA. Tel: 604-984-7800, 
joannefranko@yahoo.ca to provide an up-date or 
summary of our report. 
 

Isobel Mackenzie BC Seniors Advocate 
Housing Report    
This report highlights significant research into the 
affordability, appropriateness and availability of 
housing for seniors across the continuum from 
independent housing, to assisted living, to 
residential care. The report looks at the needs of 
both renters and homeowners, making specific 
recommendations for improvement. Please tell us 
what you think of the recommendations.  
https://www.seniorsadvocatebc.ca/ 
 
Support Challenge for PH2H – A local congregation 
has extended a challenge to the community to make a 
donation to PH2H for its modest operating budget of 
$5,000.  Donations will be matched up to $2,500 for 
up to 4 years. Cheques would be made out to 
Sources (fund manager) for PH2H.  
 
Please circulate our newsletter to your 
congregations and members. Send feedback/ 
news items to: ph2htaskforce@gmail.com  
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