
NEXT MEETING:  Friday, September 9
th

 at 9:45am White 
Rock Baptist Church, 1657-140

th
 St. Surrey. 

Please circulate to your contacts/congregations.   

 

This month’s newsletter provides a summary of our 
May 19

th
 forum with Michael Geller speaking on ideas 

for affordable housing; sponsored by PH2H Task Force 
and Semiahmoo Seniors Planning Table. The Reverend 
Joan McMurtry chaired. Darvinder Daliwal, Fraser 
Valley Real Estate Board, introduced our speaker.  

 

We had over 70 people in attendance with lots of questions 
and comments following Michael’s presentation. We’d like 
to thank Lynne Sinclair and Helen Fathers White Rock 
Councillors for attending.   
 

Michael noted his previously role on the City of Surrey 
Development Corporation. He noted an affinity for seaside 
communities like White Rock, having been born in 
Blackpool England, The basis of this talk started as a 
Christmas card in 2011, based on the 12 Days of 
Christmas.  The twelve ideas are based on the need for 
new:  forms of housing, tenure, changes in government 
policies and regulations, changes in public attitudes, new 
and unusual partnerships. 

 

1. Small houses 1,200 – 1,500 sq. ft.  
2. Duplexes and semi-detached 
3. Three homes on one lot 
4. Four homes on one lot 
5. Row/town house fee-simple not strata corporation 
6. Six-plex example – Seattle six pack – small road 

between lots 
7. Stacked townhouses 
8. Housing tenure 
9. Factory produced modules 
10. Housing ideas explored at UniverCity – three bedroom 

apartments are not built as banks lend based on pre-
sales which are easier with smaller units. A lock-off unit 
with separate outside entrance for 3

rd
 bedroom was the 

alternative tried.  
11. Laneway housing 
12. Building on parking lots – starting with church lots 
 
Michael is building for the ‘last time buyer.’ With seniors 
there is a need for congregate housing – also known as 
assisted living.  Hear people saying: “our house is getting 
too big.”  One alternative is building small cottages as 
replacement housing on smaller lots, or on a larger lot in 
clusters called pocket neighbourhoods. One example of a 
proponent of this is Ross Chapin, Washington State 
architect. http://rosschapin.com/  In Seattle referred to as 
backyard cottages (as they don’t have laneways.)  

 

An example discussed is a Marine Drive development in 
Vancouver that is not supported by the City Council’s 
Seniors Advisory Committee, as it’s not a Green House 
(www.thegreenhouseproject.org) or Abbeyfield concept.  

Geller discussed a development in West Vancouver taking 
advantage of recent legislative changes to allow for 
row/town homes and cottages to be individually owned.  

Vinson House, the oldest house in West Vancouver, is an 
example of heritage revitalization. The house will be moved 
back on the lot, with addition of a ground level suite, and 
two cottages surrounding an Edwardian Garden – approved 
by a 6-1 Council vote May 16

th
. 

 

Redevelopment of a mansion on Marine Drive in Vancouver 
into a care facility garnered opposition from the City of 
Vancouver’s Seniors Advisory Committee as it was not in 
line with the Abbeyfield or Green House concept 
(www.thegreenhouseproject.org). Geller reiterated his main 
point, of there being a multitude of different options to meet 
different needs.    

 

Geller spoke on how to use heritage houses to do two 
things:  preserve/conserve, and use them to create 
affordable housing.  WilMar Estate (1925) on SW Marine 
Drive in Vancouver is one such project.  The proposal is to 
split the house into two very large homes, building 
townhouses, and infill cottages in the back. 
 
Questions and Answers discussion: 
 
What is Michael’s take on development cost charges 
for non-profits?   
Some municipalities will waive the DCC’s but not the 
property taxes.  There is a need to give a little bit of a break 
from municipality.   
 
Can a building be un-stratified?  
In some cases it can happen, but if on two lots there may 
be a different fire rating on the common wall. 
 
Comment 
Trevor Burke – lot of problems in Surrey dwell on 
transportation.  Concern is that have a lot of people moving 
into the valley – haven’t solved the transportation problem.   
 
Comment 
Industry has taken over and allowed the government to 
renounce its liability to the people.  Loved the presentation, 
and also the government has a responsibility to provide 
housing for people.  
 
Comment 
Ken Jones – first tenant elector elected to municipal council 
from the 1960s.  Like connection of housing and 
transportation – but also need to have employment close to 
homes.   
 
PH2H Challenge – A local congregation has extended a 
challenge to the community to make a donation to PH2H for 
its operating budget of $5,000.  Donations will be matched 
up to $2,500 for up to 4 years. Cheques would be made out 
to Sources (fund manager) for PH2H.  
 
Please circulate our newsletter to your congregations and 
members. Send feedback/ news items to: 
ph2htaskforce@gmail.com  
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