
 

February 2013 Newsletter 
Peninsula Homeless to Housing Task Force 
Our Mission is to assist people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness on the 
South Surrey White Rock Peninsula to live in safe and appropriate housing  

NEXT MEETING: Friday, February 1 at 9:45am 
White Rock Baptist Church, 1657-140

th
 St 

Surrey. We will have a presentation by Peter 
Greenwell on advocacy work on transportation 
access for people who are homeless or at-risk 
of homelessness in Metro Vancouver.  

 

PH2H Goal: Increase affordable housing units in 
South Surrey and White Rock 

 

Report Back from White Rock Council 
White Rock Council has informed us (letter dated 
December 24

th
) that “special needs and non-market 

affordable housing are included as eligible criteria in the 
draft density bonus /community amenity contribution 
policies” [for the Town Centre].  PH2H has appeared 
before Council on this issue and we welcome Council’s 
future endorsement of significant non-market housing 
contributions in the Town Centre.  

  
PH2H Goal: To improve access and availability of 
support services and shelters  

 

Greater Vancouver Shelter Strategy Service Plan 
PH2H Task Force had a good discussion on the GVSS 
Service Plan at our last meeting and much of the 
discussion had to do with sharing expertise and joint 
work in local communities.  One comment we 
contributed was the need for:  A research piece 
identifying how people are becoming homeless and 
arriving at shelters [which] could inform the development 
of improved prevention services:  e.g. issue of food 
security and how food banks (as a support service) 
indirectly contribute to housing (all money going to rent 
supplemented by free services in the community 
including food). 

 
Volunteering for Extreme Weather Shelters 
To volunteer at the First United Church shelter please 
call Dick Avison at 604-531-6003.Volunteers greet 
guests when arriving at night; and provided coffee and 
soup in the morning. This year has already seen multiple 

openings and a great deal of volunteer effort. 
 
PH2H Goal: Improve Community Awareness and 
Understanding of Homelessness 

 

Transportation Access and Advocacy 
There have been a number of community advocacy 
initiatives this winter concerning the transportation needs 
of people facing homelessness. The Urban Core 
Workers Transit Group and the Renfrew-Collingwood 
Homeless Committee have put forward a number of 
specific proposals to TransLink and the Ministry of 
Transportation over transit access issues.  

With our great distances this is perhaps even more of an 
issue in South Surrey and White Rock. For background 
information on the requests please see here: 
http://www.cnh.bc.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2013/01/Transit-Proposal-bus-tickets-
Jan-13-final.pdf.  
And if you or your organization would like to endorse the 
requests please see here: http://www.cnh.bc.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2013/01/Call-for-endorsement.pdf 

 
Provincial Election May 14 2013 
May 14, 2013 is the BC provincial election date. For 
information about registering to vote please visit the BC 
elections website: http://www.elections.bc.ca/. And 
anyone interested in working on the elections please 
check the following link for future postings.  
http://www.elections.bc.ca/index.php/about/employment/ 

 
Future of Homeless Count   
PH2H made a number of recommendations to the 
Regional Steering Committee on Homelessness about 
their report on the future of homeless counts in the 
region. We suggested: 
 
Include statistical information from the 2011 Census 
INALH (In Core Housing Need and Spending At Least 
Half Their Income on Shelter: One measure of those at 
risk of homelessness) data in the homeless count.  This 
would provide context – street and sheltered homeless 
being the tip of the iceberg of housing insecurity - for the 
data collected on count day.  
 
Another recommendation was that if there is going to be 
a change in how homelessness is defined then 
consideration of the Canadian definition of 
homelessness should be given so results could be 
compared with other cities across Canada and we could 
begin to develop a national count on homelessness.  
See here: http://www.homelesshub.ca/Library/Canadian-
Definition-of-Homelessness-54225.aspx. 

 
Food Security Fund 
Working with the Peninsula Community Foundation 
(PCF), PH2H has developed a fund to support low-
income food security in our community. Charitable Tax 
Receipts are available. 
Contact Debbie Magson at PCF: Tel: 778-292-1367   
Email: info@peninsulafoundation.ca.  
 
Please circulate our newsletter to your 
congregations and members. Send feedback or 
news to: petergreenwell@telus.net  
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