
 

September 2015 Newsletter 
Peninsula Homeless to Housing Task Force 
Our Mission is to assist people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness on 
the South Surrey White Rock Peninsula to live in safe and appropriate housing  

NEXT MEETING:  Friday, September 11th at 9:45am 
2nd floor meeting room White Rock Baptist Church 
1657-140th St. Surrey. Please circulate to contacts.   
 
Please join us for the PH2H  
All-Candidates Forum on Housing and 
Homelessness 
Tuesday, October 6th, 7pm – 9pm 
Grace Point Church 
3487 King George Boulevard, Surrey  
 
There is a lot to say about housing and the potential 
role played by the federal government of Canada. 
This month’s newsletter provides a brief summary of 
information available on housing and homelessness 
from the websites of the four national parties running 
in the Surrey-White Rock constituency. If you have 
additional information to share we will update and post 
on our website at www.ph2htaskforce.org 
 

Conservative Party of Canada 
The Conservative Party of Canada (CPC) has 
pledged to increase the allowable Home Buyer’s Plan 
tax-free withdrawal from Registered Retirement 
Savings Plans from $25,000 to $35,000.This is to 
either buy or build a home.  
 
On the issue of the cost of home-ownership the CPC 
has announced a commitment to collect data on 
foreign buyer activity in Canada’s housing market. 
From the CPC website: “Real estate commentators 
have suggested that speculative foreign buyers are a 
significant factor in driving homes out of the price 
range of average families in some parts of the 
country. We will take action in coordination with 
provinces, as necessary, to ensure foreign investment 
in Canada’s housing sector increases the availability 
and affordability of homes for Canadians.”  
 
The CPC policy web link on housing is here:  
www.conservative.ca/cpc/help-for-aspiring-
homeowners/ 
 
Liberal Party of Canada 
Liberal Party of Canada includes its housing policy 
within Social Infrastructure. The LPC pledge is to 
provide “a new, dedicated funding envelope for social 
infrastructure.” The investment is described as “$6 
billion over the next four years, and almost $20 billion 
over ten years.” This money covers all ‘infrastructure 
including: affordable housing and seniors facilities, 
early learning and child care, and cultural or 
recreational infrastructure. For housing the money 

would be invested to – “help build more housing units, 
refurbish existing ones, renew existing co-operative 
agreements, and provide operational funding support 
for municipalities” – but the specific dollar amounts for 
housing and homelessness is not stated. Details here:   
www.liberal.ca/files/2015/08/An-historic-investment-
plan.pdf 
 
New Democratic Party of Canada 
The information on housing on the New Democratic 
Party (NDP) website comes from Thomas Mulcair’s 
July, 2015 speech made to the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities. From that speech “an NDP 
government, as part of our renewed national housing 
strategy, will partner with cities by making long-term, 
stable investments in affordable housing.” Specifically: 
“sustain investments in the social housing agreements 
that are set to expire over the next few decades” and 
to “work with Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation to provide incentives for the construction 
of affordable and market rental housing units.” The 
stated objective is 10,000 new rental units over the 
next decade. Web link here:  
www.ndp.ca/news/speech-to-fcm-convention 
 
Green Party of Canada 
As part of its National Housing Strategy the Green 
Party of Canada (GPC) has three areas of policy 
emphasized. The first incorporates support services 
with the “implementation of a National Housing 
Strategy based on Housing First principles, quickly 
moving people experiencing homelessness into 
permanent housing, and providing additional supports 
and services as needed.”  The second incorporates 
incomes with the establishment of a “Guaranteed 
Livable Income, to ensure no Canadian falls below an 
income level that is necessary to live with dignity.” 
And the third incorporates housing supply with 
inclusionary development by “subsidizing private 
developers to include a percentage of affordable 
housing in their housing projects.” More details here: 
http://www.greenparty.ca/en/housing-and-poverty 
 
Support Challenge for PH2H – A local congregation 
has extended a challenge to the community to make a 
donation to PH2H for its modest operating budget of 
$5,000.  Donations will be matched up to $2,500 for 
up to 4 years. Cheques would be made out to 
Sources (fund manager) for PH2H.  
 
Please circulate our newsletter to your 
congregations and members. Send feedback/ 
news items to: ph2htaskforce@gmail.com  
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