
 

May 2015 Newsletter 
Peninsula Homeless to Housing Task Force 
Our Mission is to assist people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness on 
the South Surrey White Rock Peninsula to live in safe and appropriate housing  

NEXT MEETING:  Friday, May 8th at 9:45am 2nd 
floor meeting room White Rock Baptist Church, 
1657-140th St. Surrey.    
 

Homeless related events this month 
 

Poverty-Free BC has a speakers’ series. This week 
it’s Ted Clugston, the Mayor of Medicine Hat, Alberta. 
“The Mayor Who Ended Homelessness” It has been 
reported in the local press that 875 people moved into 
supportive housing in Medicine Hat from 2007 – 2013. 
It’s not clear how many of these units were new-built. 
A municipally owned gas and oil well have assisted 
with funding this City initiative.  
 
New construction of supportive housing at this level in 
a City of 61,000 people is equivalent to building 6,125 
units of supportive housing in the City of Surrey over 
the last 6 years. Would we have anyone on the street 
with this level of affordable housing construction? 
 
As Dr. David Hulchanski has been quoted as saying, 
“Homelessness isn’t only about housing, but it’s 
always about housing.”   
  
Jamie Rogers, manager of the homeless and housing 
development department at the Medicine Hat 
Community Housing Society, attributes Medicine Hat’s 
success in implementing its strategy to several factors 
including support from the municipal government, with 
funding and land for affordable units. Rogers also 
notes that support from the provincial and federal 
government has been important in working toward the 
goals set out in Medicine Hat’s plan.  
 
Province-wide Webinar: April 29, 2015 
Online presentation and conversation 
9:00-10:30 AM 
For registration information web link below: 
http://bcpovertyreduction.ca/tedclugston/ 
For more information, trish@bcpovertyreduction.ca 
 
Surrey Sustainability Charter Update 
Stakeholder Workshop: Social & Economic 
Inclusion   
The Surrey Sustainability Charter provides a 50-year 
vision of a sustainable City based on the three pillars 
of sustainability – including social sustainability – and 
serves as the City’s overarching policy document. 
 
In 2014, Surrey Council approved a process to update 
the Charter, to simplify the document, and to reflect 

new issues and priorities. There seven themes 
identified as aligning with Surrey’s Sustainability 
Dashboard and Official Community Plan. The theme 
of Social and Economic Inclusion (housing, diversity, 
poverty, engagement, child and youth friendly) that is 
most relevant to solving homelessness. As part of the 
community engagement process, the City will hold a 
series of stakeholder workshops to gain feedback and 
guidance for updating the Sustainability Charter. For 
Information for workshops contact Erin Desautels, 
eadesautels@surrey.ca, or call 604-591-4297 
 
Life Church Presents (for early Mother’s Day) 
Brunch & Manicures 
Come enjoy yourself with a free manicure, a light 
brunch and laughter with other women in the 
community. Call our office at 604-531-8301 to find out 
how you can join in. 
Saturday, May 2nd 
10AM – 12 PM 
Life Church 2265-152nd Street, Surrey 
 
Support Challenge for PH2H – A local congregation 
has extended a challenge to the community to make a 
donation to PH2H for its modest operating budget of 
$5,000.  Donations will be matched up to $2,500 for 
up to 4 years. Cheques would be made out to 
Sources (fund manager) for PH2H.  
 
Food Security Fund – PH2H’s definition of food 
security “Food security means access by all people at 
all times to enough food for an active, healthy life; a 
food secure community ensures nutritious food and 
access for Peninsula residents, raises poverty 
awareness and includes the community in creating 
sustainable food solutions.” 
Working with the Peninsula Community Foundation 
(PCF), PH2H has developed a fund to support low-
income food security. Charitable Tax Receipts 
available. 
Contact PCF: Tel: 778-292-1367   
Email: info@peninsulafoundation.ca. 
www.peninsulafoundation.ca 
 
Thank you to the Van Dusen Fund of the United 
Church, Linda Klitch Legacy Fund, Peninsula 
Community Foundation, VanCity White Rock Branch 
and Surrey Housing and Homeless Foundation for 
financial support. 
 
Please circulate our newsletter to your 
congregations and members. Send feedback/ 
news items to: ph2htaskforce@gmail.com  
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