
 

February 2017Newsletter 
Peninsula Homeless to Housing Task Force 
Our Mission is to assist people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness on the 
South Surrey White Rock Peninsula to live in safe and appropriate housing  

NEXT MEETING:  Friday, February 3rd at 9:45am, 
White Rock Baptist Church, 2nd floor meeting room, 
1657-140th St. Surrey.  Please circulate to contacts.   
 
At the November 25, 2016 Metro Vancouver Board 
meeting a recommendation from the Metro Vancouver 
Mayors Committee was endorse to establish a 
Regional Homelessness Task Force to work with Metro 
Vancouver staff, in partnership with municipal staff, and 
report back by February 2017.  
 
The Task Force will oversee and review the collection 
of data which is required as a first step to assess the 
magnitude of the homelessness crisis facing 
municipalities across the region. The data collected is 
intended to assist the Task force by providing clear and 
consistent regional information on the following:   

a) Estimates on the number of people who are 
homeless in Metro Vancouver; 

b) Information on the frequency and volume of turn
aways from Metro Vancouver shelters;  

c) A summary of experiences from municipalities 
dealing with street homelessness and 
encampments;   

d) The amount of permanent shelter and interim ho
using space needed immediately to address 
homelessness and tent cities in the region 
 

Once the information has been collected and analyzed, 
it will be used by the Task Force to develop 
recommendations to form a funding and resource 
request to the Provincial Government to enable the 
immediate delivery of permanent shelter and interim 
housing space in the spring of 2017.  
 
The next meeting of the Regional Task Force on 
Homelessness will be on: 
Friday, February 10, 2017 
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM, Metro Vancouver Boardroom 
 
White Rock Council passes Rental Housing Report 
At its January 16th meeting Council voted to incorporate 
the recommendations within the Rental Housing Task 
Force Report into the ongoing Official Community Plan 
update. The public is invited to review and provide 
comments on the forthcoming draft OCP. 
 
Regional Affordable Housing Strategy Update 
As of January 11, 2017, nineteen municipalities have 
endorsed the Regional Affordable Housing Strategy 
(RAHS); 17 endorsed the final RAHS, and two 
municipalities indicated that their previous endorsement 
of the draft Strategy stands. 

Provincial Housing Funding 
The Province of BC announced in November 2016 that 
68 projects had received funding of $516 million 
through the Provincial Investment in Affordable Housing 
(PIAH) and Investment in Housing Innovation (IHI) 
Programs, for an estimated 2900 affordable rental 
housing units. It is expected that these figures will 
change as projects are confirmed by March 31, 2017.   
The Lower Mainland/Fraser Valley regions have 22 
projects with a total of 1,441 units. 
 
Regional Homeless Count March 7th/8th 
The Regional Homelessness Task Force has requested 
an early release of preliminary data, on or near March 
31, 2017, rather than in late April as originally 
scheduled. The preliminary data release will provide 
both regional data and data disaggregated by 
municipality for the following:  
  
• Total sheltered homeless 
• Total turn-aways  
• Total street/ unsheltered homeless  
• Totals by municipality  
  
This will be an initial “hand count” prior to data 
verification, the numbers – as in years past – may 
change between the preliminary and final data release 
later in the year.  As in past Counts, the preliminary 
data will be released in a media event. A final report 
providing detailed data tables and a full analysis will be 
available in September 2017. The 2017 Regional 
Homeless Count is funded through the Homelessness 
Partnering Strategy at approximately $245,000, and 
through contributions from community funders and 
BCNPHA for a total of close to $350,000. 
 
Volunteers are needed for the regional homeless count 
in Surrey and White Rock. Please contact Jonquil 
Hallgate (604-961-2170) or friendship.blvd@gmail.com 
if you can help out.   
 
Challenge for PH2H – A local congregation has 
extended a challenge to the community to make a 
donation to PH2H for its modest operating budget of 
$5,000.  Donations will be matched up to $2,500 for up 
to 4 years. Cheques would be made out to Sources 
(fund manager) for PH2H. In 2016 we had donations of 
$400 that were matched.   
 
Please circulate our newsletter to your congregations and 
members. Send feedback/ news items to: 
ph2htaskforce@gmail.com  
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