
 

March 2015 Newsletter 
Peninsula Homeless to Housing Task Force 
Our Mission is to assist people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness on 
the South Surrey White Rock Peninsula to live in safe and appropriate housing  

NEXT MEETING:  Friday, March 6th at 9:45am 2nd 
floor meeting room White Rock Baptist Church, 
1657-140th St. Surrey.    
 

One Month with Two Successes  
 

White Rock Moves on Affordable Housing Strategy 

Mike Schroeder represented the Peninsula Homeless 
to Housing Task Force before White Rock City 
Council on February 16th to speak about the City’s 
Draft Affordable Housing Strategy (AHS). The 
purpose of our presentation was to remind Council of 
the AHS and seek its finalization.   
 
The draft AHS is a good policy document that includes 
numerous ways in which the City can actively support 
the creation of affordable housing in our community. 
While the draft policy was considered by Council in 
2010 it was never finalized and approved with an 
implementation strategy.  
 
We were very pleased when Councillor Lynn Sinclair 
moved a motion, unanimously supported by all seven 
Council members, to have the Affordable Housing 
Strategy included and incorporated into the updating 
of the Official Community Plan (OCP). Numerous 
members of PH2H and the Semiahmoo Seniors’ 
Planning Table (SSPT) were in the audience to 
applaud Council’s decision to move forward.  
 
Karen Cooper, Director of Planning and Development 
Services, is heading the update of the OCP.  She 
informed Council the affordable-housing strategy will 
be included in the review process and volunteered to 
act as the liaison with PH2H.  
 
Peninsula advocates for affordable housing have 
asked the city to revisit a strategy as a step toward 
meeting the growing needs of low-income residents in 
the community.  Metro Vancouver’s Affordable 
Housing Strategy (2009) included estimates of the 
number and types of housing necessary to meet 
needs of low and moderate income households.  
 
In Metro’s strategy, the estimated housing need from 
2009 to 2018 was a total of 600 rental units in White 
Rock. Of that number, 200 would need to be low-
income, 300 moderate income and 100 at market 
level. As part of the PH2H presentation we noted the 
City is approaching the halfway mark of the timeline, 
and we requested how many units have been 
constructed to date. 
 

Other requests of PH2H to Council included re-
establishment of the Social Planning Committee of 
Council, which had originally led the creation of the 
Affordable Housing Strategy. This committee was not 
re-appointed (disbanded) in January, 2011.    
It will be important to continue to advocate for policies 
that assist the creation of affordable housing.  While 
this motion passed unanimously, it would not have 
been on Council’s agenda without the work and 
interest of local residents concerned about the 
housing needs of everyone. A healthy community has 
housing for all income levels.  
 
We will keep people updated on information as it 
becomes available. The following article appeared in 
the Peace Arch News, web edition February 25th: 
http://www.peacearchnews.com/news/294084881.html 

   
Coldest Night of the Year February 21st 
On February 21st, PH2H joined with more than 250 
other supporters of SOURCESBC’s homeless 
prevention program in a cross-Canada fundraising 
event called Coldest Night of the Year. In 80 cities 
across the country people walked 1km, 5km or 10kms 
to raise funds to end homeless. Changes in funding 
priorities for the federal Homeless Partnering Strategy 
left homeless prevention programs at risk in South 
Surrey White Rock. The PH2H team raised $1,610 for 
SOURCESBC. And we want to thank and publicly 
acknowledge the members of our team: Mollie 
Williams ($470.00 raised), Judy Peterson ($440.00), 
Jean Macdonald ($325.00), Linda Doig ($150.00), 
Susan Vanin ($25.00), Dylan Homenick and Kendall 
Homenick. 
 
Global Homeless Day 
Global Homeless Day will happen on May 5, 1015 
(5/5/15). Please see the web link below for further 
information: http://globalhomelessday.com/wp/ 
 
In the News  
Following up on our October Forum Land 
Development with a Social Lens, we wanted to 
circulate this article from the Globe and Mail entitled: 
Vancouver Churches Unlocking Their Land Value, 
about the Lynn Valley United Church. 
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/home-and-
garden/real-estate/vancouver-churches-unlocking-
their-land-value/article22381262/ 
  
Please circulate our newsletter to your 
congregations and members. Send feedback/ 
news items to: ph2htaskforce@gmail.com  
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