
 

May 2012 Newsletter 
Peninsula Homeless to Housing Task Force 
Providing leadership in the South Surrey White Rock communities  

 

Please circulate our newsletter to your 
members and congregations. We welcome 
feedback or news, send items to: 

petergreenwell@telus.net Thanks 
to Surrey Homeless and Housing 
Society for funding support.  
 
NEXT MEETING: May 4

th
 at First 

United Church, 15385 Semiahmoo Ave., White 
Rock. Join Us for an Important Dialogue 
In recent years the challenge of how to respond to the 
relatively complex needs of older clients of shelters 
and other homelessness services has been one of the 
major emerging issues at the GVSS table. Therefore, 
the Community of Practice is focussing on how to best 
meet the needs of homeless seniors - people aged 50 
plus with no fixed address. The main goal is to facilitate 
peer-based learning and professional development 
among homelessness services, with a focus on 
seniors. This will be a facilitated dialogue. 

  
PH2H at White Rock City Council 
On April 16

th
 PH2H presented to White Rock City on 

our work over the last year, community extreme 
weather response and recommendations to strengthen 
the Draft Affordable Housing Strategy. 
 
We were pleased to learn of Council’s recent 
instruction to staff to: update the assessment of White 
Rock’s housing needs based on 2011 census data; 
report to Council on “market” vs. “non-market” 
opportunities; and review density bonus policies. We 
recommended that this work be completed within the 
context of the final approval of the Draft Affordable 
Housing Strategy.   
 
After reviewing the Draft Strategy we recommended 
the City of White Rock consider the following actions:  
 

1. Request the provincial government make 
amendments to the Community Charter to 
enable municipalities to use inclusionary zoning 

2. Submit a motion in support of such an 
amendment to the next Union of BC 
Municipalities convention in September, 2012 

3. Make inclusionary zoning provisions mandatory 
not voluntary 

4. Make amendments to the Official Community 
Plan to authorize Housing Agreements and to 
support price restricted housing 

5. Define affordability, for the purposes of 
Housing Agreements, as 30% of the median 
household income, depending on type of 
housing developed. 

6. Direct staff to determine the impact of 
extending current property tax exemptions for 
the provision of community service to not-for-
profit housing developments 

7. Direct staff to begin work on the development 
of a rental replacement policy 

8. Create an Affordable Housing Fund 
 

Food Security - April 13th  
We had almost 30 people come to our food security 
forum and we successfully created new connections in 
our community. Cinthia Page from Can You Dig It 
became a resource person at a later meeting at 
Alexandra Neighbourhood House community meeting 
concerning a future community garden in Crescent 
Beach (currently they are supporting the creation of 2 
new community gardens in Newton and Cloverdale). 
 
Pat Logie spoke of the Master Gardeners who maintain 
four gardens donating produce to the SOURCES Food 
Bank. Councillor Judy Villaneuve addressed concerns 
with maintenance on City owned land in Surrey. 
Councillor Helen Fathers spoke of Farmer Markets 
support to other community groups. Thank you to 
Peace Arch News for both the editorial coverage of our 
meeting and to reporter Tracy Holmes for reporting.  
 

In the news: 
Reverend Joan McMurty, First United Church wrote an 
excellent letter to the editor about extreme weather 
response, see link below.   
www.peacearchnews.com/opinion/letters/147189925.html 

 

Donations to PH2H Food Security Fund 
Working with the White Rock South Surrey (WRSS) 
Community Foundation, the Peninsula Homeless to 
Housing Task Force has developed a fund to support 
low-income food security in our community. Charitable 
Tax Receipts are available with contributions. Contact 
Debbie Magson at: WRSS Community Foundation 
Tel: 778-292-1367    Email: info@wrsscf.org 
   

Please hold this date: June 1
st

 at 10am for our 
next PH2H meeting.  
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